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The School of Cheist s There are 6 antitheses
Matthew 5 - the Sermon on
tesson D the Mount

LOVE IS SOMETHING YOU DO > The sixth: “You have heard it

Matthew 54348 sad, Love your n,ezghbow &
hate your enemy’ ... but I say
2% to you.. Y w4 3-99)

s Love your nezé;/abour’ (Leviticus
19:18) but ‘hate your enemy’ s a

serdbal interpretation > The heart of love s the centre

s Indicative of dualistie thinting of the qospel
- a sumplistie one or the ather
viewpont

"Behold the Une beholding you and It vs truly hard for us to see the
seniling,” It is precisely because we teuth that disapproval does not
have such an overactive disapproval seem to be part of God's DNA. Ged
gland ourselves that we tend to i just too busy loving us to have
create God wn our own inage. anybime left for disappontment.
Gregory Boyle
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. Love Does Not Equ&‘!'e,
with Feelings but Action
Matthew S:13-44

You have heard that t was soid,
“You shall love your neighbour and
hate your enemy.” But I say to you,
Love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you,

Matthew S:H3-H4

UNDIFFERENTIATING LOVE

1. Phidia - fraendshy Love
. Eros - sexual love
. &‘arge ~ familial Love
. dgape - qiving for the good of
the other - a word practically
N wiknown before Christ

AGAPE LOVE

> It s towards agape Love that
Jesus tnvites us to journey

> We may not Likke someone but
still demonstrate agape love =
how we treat the other

i Negative Actions
Posthive Responses

s Zlga/ae’ Your enemnes ~ the
command of desus

s Those persecuting you — you
seelk the best fag them

> Demonstrate agape’ by praying
for your enermes
N
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No, ‘¥ your enemies are hungry, feed
them; if they are thicsty, give them
something to drink; for by doing
Hhis you will heap burning coals on
their heads. Do not be overcome by
evil, but overcome evil with good.
Romans 12:20-21

i Theological Basis
for Dur Response
Matthew 5:55

50 that you may be children of your
FFather n heaven; for he makes his
sun rise on the evil and on the
good, and sends rain on the
rightecus and on the uncighteous,
Matthew 545

THE NAIURE OF GOD
> Loves all
> Pesires the best for all

> Makeas His sun shine on all - ran
for alt

WE ARE CHILDREN OF GOD

s He ts our Tather th heaven

> ‘lessed are the peacemateers,
for they will be called
chiddren of God” (5:9)

> We are called to share th God's
\ [Peacemating

v. The World’s
Reciprocal Methodology

Matthew 5:H906-471
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“THE WORLD'S APPROACH

> e vee to your friends and
lreat harshly your enemies -
seen n political rhetoree

s Even tax collectors (v47) and
sentiles (v48) are mee to
thewr friends

OUR HIGH CALUNG

> We are tnwited to sypersede the
world s philosophy - the Good
Samaritan demonstrates our Love
for neighbour (Lake 10)

s God s our yreaz‘ lover and we
are o wnitate him (Ephesians
54-2)

s We are not to be selective th
our Love

v. Be Perfect

The Fwnal Imperative

Matthew 5:48

> ‘e perfect Welews) as your
Heavenly Tather s perfect.” (v48)

s loe complete, tntegrated

» Wholeness
s Mature

JESUS AND THE YOUNG RICH RULER

> It you wish to be perfect’
s Come and follow me’

(Matthew 19:21)
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IN IMPERAIVE 10 IMITNE 60D

> foased on an Old Testament
saying ~ You shall be holy as Wvss = *
the Lord your God is holy’ vi. Gowng Forward

s> A call to be compassionate,
mercital as God (s

'NO MATIER WHAT' LOVE A NEW SOCIETY

> being compassionatesperiect as
God is compasswonate reflects > As God s church we are to be at
the greater righteousness that the vanguard of God's new

Jesus espouses (Matthew 5:20) society - a society of Love and
COMPPASSION

» Not redumhy humanity to
Friends’ + eneres’

~ DFGISION 10 CHANGE

s Not to dismuss desus’ invetation S It not-a OP8e for ail

to Love as an wnreasonable decision — bat a recaldbration
request and reassessment of old and

s St with it ~ consider how we tired ways
can Love our enemnes s Keep comung back 1o a place
\ 9 Love for The other person




