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The School of Christ

Leastn | ANCHORED IN fA”H

Matthew 21-158-77

You were within, but I was without,
You were with me, but [ was not
with you. So you called, you shouted,
you broke through my deafness, you
flared, blozed, and banished Ty
blindness, you lovished your
fragronce, and | goeped,

St. Avgustine {{onfessions)

QUR INVITATION
s Upery up to God i facth

s Have a liveng relationshie with
Abba through fath

s The call to a living fath (s the
thrust lo Thes passage

Setting the Scene
Motthew 211620

In the morning, when he returned
to the city, he was hungry. dnd
seethg 4 1ty tree by the side of
the road, he went to (i and found
nathing at all on it but leaves.

Then he sacd to it, May no frat
ever eome from you agan!’ Ond
the fig tree withered at once.
When the diseystes saw (f, they
were amazed, saging, How dvd the

ﬁ:y tree wither at once?’
Matthew 211820
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PASSOVER TIME IN JERUSALEM

s Cily i erowdedy/full of pigrims

> tesus and his diseales stay
outside the ety overvight

» In the mormmg z‘ha}«y are
rez‘umzhg to the o Y

> dlesus 18 hungry and spots an
olive tree

s He goes to if bat it has no frat

> Surpristngly desus speaks
agazhsf the tree and it withers
unmediately

s The diseyoles are amazed at the
i
power of desas’ words - How
can a tree with immeduately?

UNDERSIANDING THIS EVENI

s The action as an enacted parable

s Sumelar to riding into derusalemw
on a donikey (Fal Sundiay)

s The action of the withering olive
trae becomes a symbolwe act
[\

TRUNMLESS OLIVE TREE'

s The action refers back to Old

Testament texts which speale of
Israel as a fraitless olive tree’

When I wanted to gather them,
says the Lord, there are no grapes
on the vine, nor figs on the fiy
tree, even the leaves are

withered and what 7 gave thesm

has passed away from them.
deremuah 813
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s The action speal<s to the
fractiess (ominal, legalistie)
relon of the day

s Tt o5 for this reason that desus
averturned the money tables
the temple (Matthew 2147-13)

AN ATTITUDE THAT RINGS TRUE TODAY

p !%qpﬁe resest the movement of

God

> Where there should be

fracttulness there s hollowress
and Lacic of nowrishment

THE WITHERING CHURCH

> The church withers and des when
drsconnected from God's syl -
we need to reman rooted tn the
power + presence of desus

s Churches diz for reasons ather
than changing demographies or
SOCLO~ELONTINE Changes

1. Faith, Prayer
+ God's -Kif\gdorn

Matthew 2):21-22

Jesus answered them, Traly 7
tell you (f you have fath and
do not doubt, not only witl
you do what has been done to
the fey tree,

but even (f you say to this

L

maountan, ‘loe lifted wpo and
thrown thto the sea’, it will be
done. Whatever you ask for o
prager with faith, you will

recelve.
Matthew 2£21-27
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JESUS GALLS FOR TRUE FAITH

s Tath’ + ‘do not doubt’ act here
as_synongms not a special tnd
of Tath - fath even as a
mustard seed (Matthew 17:20)

s The ecommands (wZib):
Kise wo] loe thrown into the
sea’ speal to the power of faith
s The teaching s surmmarized:
“Cverything you ask for tn prager
Gacth) you will recerve” (v22)

EVERYTHING WE ASK FOR?

desus s not presen z‘zhg God as 4

gemé 1 a bottle

. Does nat mean all enemies
a‘z;’squpear

i Does not describe a pertfect fath
bat a true fath ames 14-6)

@i It does say ordinary Chrstians
Can overeome 1mpassible
ctrcamstances through God's
power and presence

I G‘Diﬂg FDT wad

We are wnwvited to..,

TRUST IN GODS PROMISES

s We proceed tn tath that
nSurmountable mowntimns are
OVErEome z‘:‘)rc?ugh God

3 Medmhg lLive tn trast rot
rstrust
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BECOME GENERAIIVE PEOPLE

s foased on Erie Erieson’s 8 levels
of psyehosoeal development —
‘@ef?emz‘zi/e’z‘g VS fﬁ'z‘ﬂgnm‘zbn'

> Kegp bearing frait ~ not to qive
up or becorme stagnant

NURIURE OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

s fBe intentional about this Loving,
ongang relationshye of Love

> Tath s not a quality but speakes
of a relationshy

The disciple is the one who is close
enough to hear and to respond to
Jesus' deepest question, Do you
believe mme?" Uchn 11:26). Everything
depends vpon my answer! My faith,
my ovinistry, my hifestyle, oy prayer,
1o anchored n oy faith 0 Hin s
Ere.esan*f with me, "always going
etore me” (Matthew 28:7), £, Farrell




