Deeper into Christ

Overcoming by the Cross
Colossians 2:8-15

* The result is,confusion,
uncertainty,and insecurity
within thesfaith community

« Acallto trust inithe sufficiency
of Chirist

1. The Fullness of Christ

« Don’t look tgrthe cosmic powers
for your helpAv8)

« Don‘tbe taken captive' by them
—philosophy, human traditions,
elemental’spirits of the universe
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« In Colossians Paul is addressing

the Gnostic thAreat

» Seems to comsist of a mixture of
Judaism,{Galatians) and Paganism

e [na nutshell “Christ.is Lord,-but
is.he sufficient in our complex
world?

See to it that no one takes you
captive through philosophy and
empty deceit,‘according to human
tradition, according to the
elemental spirits-of the universe,
and not accarding to Christ. For-in
him the whole-fuliness of deity
dwells badily,fand you-have came
tofullnéessin hinyiwho is the head

of.every rulérand autharity.
Colossians 2:8:10

Everything that:had to do
with theories about God and
the world and the meaning of
human life was called
‘Philosophy~at that time, not
only in the,pagan schools but
alsoiin‘the Jewish schoals of
the-Greek cities|

F.F. Bruce




“Elemental Spirits”
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. Referrihg to the cosmoiogy. of the
day: sun, moen, planets < and the
gods associated with these-entities

» The idearwas/that these elemental
spirits/undentords were
intermediaties between believers
and Christ

The fullness ofthe godhead
came to livelin a truly human
life which was'lived-out if-our
world-as the perfect “image-of
God” in a himan person( 1:15).

Ralph P,/ Martin

The Heresy

« What is being offered in this
heresy is arorm of syncretism

« Notupnknown today

« Add to your spirituality
elements of other belief systems
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« We do not:need them because
in Christ thé/ffullness of deity
dwellsbogdily(v9)

« ‘Deity’ = Ixjin-New Testament
‘divinity*~all-of God is Knowhnh
i Christ

The Result

e 1

« \Xe haveé come tb fullness in o
him (v10)

« We have aceess to-God in
Christ

+ We needmnothihng or noone
else in thisjourney to'God.

In him also you were circumcised
with a spiritual circumcision, by
putting. off the body of the flesh
in the circumcision. of Christ;
when you were‘buried with him
in baptisnt, you Were- also'raised
with him'through faith. in the
power 'of God, who raised him
fram the dead.

Colossians 2:11-12
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« Addressing/Jewish-‘add-ons’
of requiring physical
circumeision = similar te
Galatians 4

«" They argued such a process
helps one access the Father

What is key s baptism {v12)
that beecamesa symbol. of
new lifeln-Christ'= being
raised with him through'the
power:of'God (also Romans
6:1-4)

3. The Triumph of Christ

And when you were dead in
trespasses and the
uncircumcision of your flesh,
God madeiyou alive together
with him, when:he forgave us
all ourtrespasses, erasing the
record that stood against us
with its legal demands,
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Paul responds that this is
unnecessary/because of the
circumcision of Christ (v1:1D])
— Which-addresses'a
circumcision-of the heart
(Deuteronomly 10:16;.30:6)

It speaksto-the funding
moments that:we-can hold
ontowhich establish

usin the faith

He set this aside, nailing it to
the cross. Herdisarmed the
rulers andauthorities and made
a public-example of them,
triumphing‘over thenrin-it.

Qolossians.2:13-15
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3. Cosmic powers have been
disarmed (v15)

Sin and the law have been dealt
with in Christ

S e br

. The powe-rs that

1. Through forgiveness of sins
(v13)

. Throughthe’laws which
condemnius = now undone
by the cross =1all.of our
offensesyvil4d)are nailed to
the eross = paid for by Christ

None of thezulers of this age

understood-this; for if they
had; they~would.not have
crucified the lL-ord of glory.

I Corinthians 2:8

our culture
creates thatfise up and-destroy
life — Frankenstein story

« Nuclear-watfare;-environmental
destructionr mativated by greed,

oppression through injustice,
racism, xenophobia

ot A e e,

e Satan, ‘the powers’ cannot
condemn us - we have been
freed fromytheir domain

Showingthat Christ isindeed
sufficient-for us

Referring/to Roman vigtory
march ‘after ‘conquering.the
enemy’

The ‘Powers’

What are the powers that
work in‘our world today?

Angels &-demons made
popular by the Divinci:Code
-~ the demonijc, occult

There is only one message of
hope to modern man/woman
in_his/her frustration.and
despair, and it is the message
which Paul ptoclaimed to the
Colossians. &hrist crucified and
risenis Lora of all; all. the farces
of:the universe aresubject to
Him;, not only the benign-ones
but the hostile Ones aswell.
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They are all subject to Him as
their Creator,the latter are
subject to Him also as their
Conqueror.. And therefore to
be united todim s to be

liberated frogm their thraldom:;
to enjoy.perfect freedom, to
overcome all-the power ‘of evil
pbecause Christ’s)victory is-ours.

F.F?Bruce




